analysing the cases actually feel like working papers which, having been written, might with advantage have been jettisoned, their conclusions alone having been woven into the general argument at appropriate points, with readers needing more being directed to key secondary sources in the footnotes. In short, I cannot help thinking that Kupchan would have made a greater impact on both scholars and policy-makers had he written a shorter book based on the clear thematic structure of the final chapter.
The weak structure of the book is a pity because Kupchan has a lucid style and writes with authority and wisdom. In the course of his argument, he knocks firmly on the head a number of dangerously misleading nostrums, among them that democracy is essential to stable peace and economic interdependence almost so, and that the resolute exercise of preponderant power is a fundamental requirement of international order. This book is about the paramountcy to stable peace of politics, and what early on Kupchan calls 'deft diplomacy'. This is why the first Bush administration is so often his target, and why for this, the author is so warmly to be commended.
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